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THE STORY SO FAR... 


TEEN MODEL NATSUME WANTED NOTH I NO MORE 
THAN THE ATTENTION OF THE EXCEPTIONAL 
KOU-AND OAINED THE ATTENTION OF THE ENTIRE 
WORLD AS A RESULT. ALTHOUGH SHE'S HAPPY 
TO NOW BE DATINO HIM, HER WORLD HAS BEOUN 
TO SOUR. THEN, ON THE EVE OF THE YEARLY 
FIRE FESTIVAL, A MAN POSINO AS A OUEST AT 
HER FAMILY'S INN STEALS HER AWAY... 
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REGU¬ 
LAR 
GUY 
IN HIS 
MIP- 
TWEN- 
TIES 


IT'S THE 
KINO 
WITH A 
SUN- 
ROOF 
ON TOP/ 


< 4 #/' 


IF YOU'RE 
LYING-, I'LL 
KILL- YOU. 























RAMN 

IT/ 































IS THIS THE 
WAY TO THE 
HOSPITAL? 


A-ANP 
BECAUSE 
IT'S AN 
EMERGENCY 
FACILITY... 


YEAH/ 
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MIOHT 
BE SOME 
TROUBLE¬ 
MAKER 
FROM 
OUTTA 
TOWN. 


AN' 

ON THE 
NIOHT 
OF THE 
FESTIVAL, 
NO LESS/ 





























YOU 

WERE 

OETTINO 

VIOLENT. 


THAT'S 
NO &OOV, 
NATSUME- 

chan/ 


All THAT 
ELECTRO¬ 
MAGNETIC 
RAPIATION 
ISN'T COOP 
FOR you, 
ANYWAY/ 


ARGH! 

SHUT 

UP/ 





























































WHAT'S THIS? 
THEY'RE 'BOUT TO 
SET FIRE TO THE 
TOWER, BUT YOU 
COT All SCARE? 
AW RAN AWAY 
BACK HERE? 


WHERE'S 

NATSUME 


HUH? 


SHE PONE 
CONE UP TO 
THAT VIEWIN' 
SPOT YOU 
MENTIONED... 











SOMETHIN' 

THE 

MATTER? 


SHE AN' THE 
HINEMOSU 
INN HEIR 
BLEW 

THROUGH IN 
A HURRY. 


LOOKIN' 

FOR 

NATSUME- 

CHAN? 


YEAH? UH? 


I CAN'T 
THINK OF 
WHO ELSE 
IT COULP 
BE. 


ARE YOU 
SURE 
IT WAS 
NATSUME'S 
FATHER? 


...IN THOSE 
WHITE FESTI¬ 
VAL CLOTHES, 
E'ERYBOPY 
LOOKS THE 
SAME/ 


KOU-CHANZ 





















I 6UE SS 
THIS IS AS 
FAR AS A 
CAR CAK 
TAKE US... 















































WHAT A 
RUCKUS/ 


THEy 
MUSTA 
LIT UP 
THE 

TOWER. 


ARGH! 


I'LL GET 
K.OU-CHAN 
TO BEAT 
THE HELL 
OUT OF 
HIM! 


OUESS THE 
FESTIVAL'S 
ALMOST 
OVER. 
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YOUNG- 

SIX! 


HUH? 


WHERE'RE 
YOU OFF TO 
IN SUCH A 
HURRY? 


WHAT 

COLOR? 


A Kit? 
LIKE YOU 
WOULDN'T 
OET IT/ 


TH BY 
ms IN 
A CAR, 
RIOHT? 


THAT 
OUTSIDER 
TOOK OFF 
IN THAT 
t?IRECTION 
TO GO 
HAVE SOME 
PUN/ 


PIPJ A 
SEE 
THE 

suy 

PRMN' 


C'MON 
UP, KIP! 
WE'VE 
COT 
BOOZE/ 


HUH? 












Na- 

sume-chan! 
you finally 
picked 
up! 


...16 

NATSUME'S 

PHONE, 

RIOHT? 


/s that 
Kou' 
chanP 
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YOU'RE 

TRYING- 

TO 

SWEET- 
TALK ME/ 


AND 

WHEN I LET 
M/ OUARD 
DOWN, yOU'LL 
ESCAPE/ IS 
THAT IT? 


I'LL KEEP 
yOU LOCKED 
UP FOR THE 
REST OF 
yOUR LIFE/ 


I WANTED 
TO TAKE 
THINOS 
SLOW AND 
ORADU- 
ALLy OET 
CLOSER 

to you. 


HAD NO 
INTENTION 
OF DOINO 
THIS. 


BUT 
THEN, 
WHAT 
PIP YOU 
VO? 


YOU 

KISSED 

SOME 

OTHER BOy, 
DIDN'T you, 
NATSUME- 
CHAN? 

















you 

WERE 
OOINO 
TO BE 
PEFILEP/ 


f THOUGH, 
WHO 
KNOWS 


I HAP TO 
HURRY/ 

I HAP 
TO SAVE 
YOU! 


YOU WERE 
PROBABLY 
POINO IT WITH 
THE COMPANY 
PRESIPENT. OR 
MAYBE WITH 
THAT SHOOO 
HIRONO OUY. 


THAT'S 


IP YOU 
BEHAVE., 


...NOT 

TRUE/ 


pon't r.O 
WORRY. 1 4 


.1 WON'T 
HURT 
YOU. 











































































CAN'T.. 


WHAT'S 

HAPPEN¬ 

ING? 






























OH, 

NATSUME- 

chan... 


NATSUME- 

CHAN? 
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K.OU- 

CHAN 
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AS \ 
MUCH: 
AS WE 
WANT! 


ISN'T 

THAT 

RIGHT? 


YOU ARE 
MY GOV, 
AFTER 
ALL. 



























m ...LOOKIN' 
II FOR 
i MOCHI- 
/A ZUKI? 


50 KOU 
JU5T RAN 
OFF IN 
A HUOF 
HURRY... 





AND 
I DON'T 
KNOW 

KOU-CHAN'S 

NUMBER 


...AW 
KOU-CHAN 
ASKED, "ARB 
YOU SURE 
IT WAS 
NATSUME'S 
FATHER?/" 
AND RAN 
OFF... 


CAN'T OET 
THROUGH 
TO 

NATSUME- 
CHAN'S 
PHONE AT 
ALU. 


THE MEN 
RUNNING 
ONE OF THE 
BOOTHS SAID 
THE Y SAW 
NATSUME-CHAN 
AND HER DAD 
TOGETHER... 


WHAT'S 1 
NATSUME? ™AT? 


SHE HASN'T 
COMB BACK 
HOME YET. 



\4p-V M 

(k/s** IbSS/W* 
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im- -a m HUH t - ’■ m 


cH 

HI 

lloi Lm 















I'VE 

BEEN HERE 
AT THE INN 
ENTERTAINING 
GUESTS ALL 
NIGHT. 


Wp # 

, STAFF 4 \ 


Now 

that / think 
about it, my 
old man lent 


so you \ 

HAVEN'T \ 
BEEN TO THE 
FESTIVAL 
GROUNDS AT 
ALL TODAY? 


WE WERE 
TOLD SHE'D BEEN 
SEEN WITH A MAN 
WEARING ALL 
WHITE, AND SINCE 
THEN, NOBODY 
CAN FIND HER. 


...IS HE IN 
HIS MID¬ 
TWENTIES?/ 
DOES HE 
DRIVE A RED 
CAR?/ 


HEW 

THAT 

GUEST., 


; 

some festival 




! 

clothes to a 1 




- 

guest... ! 

ill 








































































AAH! 


WHAT 

THE 

HELL? 


IT'S ALWAYS 
BEEN CLEAR 
SKIES PURINC- 
THE FESTIVAL/ 
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NAT5UMS! 










/ 























HURTS. 


CAN'T 

MOVE 


.HUH? 


WHERE 


...Pit? MY 
yUKATA 
GO? 


WHERE 
PIP HB 
GO? 






























K OU- 
CHAN! 


KOU'CIAAN! 

KQU-CUANU 



















































fcVFN 

IF YOU IT 

SURVIN/FP POFSN'T 
M4TTFR. 


NOTHING 

BUT 

RUIN, 








I MOTH. 

SR... 



















YOU'Rfc 
UMPER, 


HUH? 


V "3 




























































NJAT5U- 

ME? 


SHOULDN'T 

LOOK 

AWAY. 


\KOU~ 
fCHAN 3 


...ALWAYS 
SHINING SO 
BRIGHTLY... 















I 

THOUGHT 
HB WOUU? 
BEAT THAT 
BASTARD 
TODBATH 
RIGHT IN 
FRONT OF 
MB! 
















I DON'T 
/ KNOW 
v WHY..'.I / 


SOUNDS 

UKBI'M 

TRAPPED 

UNDER¬ 

WATER... 
























NO, OF 
COURSE NOT. 
I REMEMBER 
EVERYTHING! 


SORRY TO 
VISAPPOINT, 
BUT THERE 
ARE NO 
HOLES IN MY 
TESTIMONY 
FOR YOU 
TO BE 

SUSPICIOUS 

OF. 















































































































































OUR 

Jmochi- 

ZUKI- OH, 
SAN/ NO/ 
HOW 
We'll TER- 
k'lll 4k A 4 RIPLF 







































































WELL. 


LOOK 

AT 

THAT. 


you 

ALL seem 
LIVELIER 
THAN AT THE 
FESTIVAL/ 



































MOM/ 


...SHOOT- MEAN 
INO FOR 

THE MOVIE < 

STARTS f' 

SOON/ / j$ 


IT'S 

JUST 

VOCAL 

TRAINING, 

you 

KNOW? 


IT'S 

TIME TO 
VISIT THE 
HOSPITAL. 


































































































































IT'S 

JUST MY 
IMAGINA¬ 
TION... 


EVERY¬ 

THING'S 

FINE... 


ONLY MY 
IMAGINA¬ 
TION 
MAXING 
MB FEEL 


VO THIS. 
HIVING IN 
A CAR IS 
PERFECTLY 















IT'S 

SVLL HARP' 
TO HEAR l 
ANYTHING 
FROM MY ' 
__ RIGHT 
EAR... 


I DON'T 
NEEP TO 
TELL ANYONE 
ABOUT IT. 


.my? 














NATSU- 

v me/ 


i vom 

NEEP 
TO BE 
EXAMINE?/ 


WHAT 
VO YOU 
MEAN, 
"JUST IN 
CASE"?/ 


I'M 

TELLING 
you, X 
REMEMBER 
EVERY¬ 
THING/ 


I'VE TOLP 
YOU AW 
TOIV YOU! 
NOTHING 
LIKE THAT 
HAPPENED! 




















hxwk 


mrs um 


...mu up 

AGREE 
WITH ME. 


I WISH 
SOME¬ 
ONE... 



















KOUjCHAN 
[CAME TO 
^RESCUE 

I ' me: 


j kou-chan\ 

I IS^Wk 


THAT'S 
\RIGHT. 


...UKB 

AGO? 

TOMB. 




















GO 

AWAY! 
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well, 

CONSIDER¬ 

ING... 


WHAT 
PIP HE 
MEAN 
BY... 


..."LEFT 

TUP 

PRODUC¬ 

TION"? 


...HE 

DECIDED TO 
PURSUE A 
DIFFERENT 
ACTRESS 
FOR THE 
, ROLE. . 


WE 
WERE 
CONTAC¬ 
TED BY 
DOI- 
SAN. 


AFTER 
WE EX¬ 
PLAINED 
THE 

CIRCUM¬ 

STANCES 


YOU DID 
THIS ON 
YOUR . 
OWN?/ / 


I'M SO 
SORRy, 
NATSU- 
ME 


IF ONLy 
I HADN'T 
ENCOURAGED 
you TO DO 
ALL THESE 
ENTERTAIN¬ 
MENT 
INDUSTRy 
THINGS... 



















WE EVEN 
HAVE RE¬ 
PORTERS 
COM INC- 
BY! 


...EVEN 
IF WE 
PROP THE 
SUIT ANP 

have you 

TRANSFER 

SOME¬ 

WHERE... 


...you 

STILL 
WON'T 
HAVE ANV 
PEACE/ 


TRANSFER 
ARE TO 

yOU ANOTHER 

KIPPINO? SCHOOL? 


I WANT 
TO BE IN 
THE MOVIE, 
TOO! 

















why 

com CAN'T 
on/ x? 


THIS 
DOESN'T 
CHANGE 
ANYTH INS/ 

















































































IT 

MIGHT 
HAVE 
REALLY 
HAPPENED, 
ANUI 
MIGHT 
HAVE 
REALLY 
FOR¬ 
GOTTEN 
ONLY 
THAT 
PERIOP 
OF TIME. 






















HUH? 


WEEKLY 

Magazine 


Remap' 
A TOWN- 
HOUSE AN P 
SECRETLY 
FILMEP 
HER..." 




























































KOU- 
CHAN. 


ARB 

YOU 

CRAZY 


YOU LOOK 
INJURED. 
ARE you 
OKAy? 


yOU'RE 

INJURED, 

TOO. 

IDIOT/ 


IT'S 

NOT LIKE 
I WON'T 
HEAL. 


IT'S 

TOTALLY 

PINE. 
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THANKS. 


...THINOS 
WILL. GO 
BACK TO 
HOW THE/ 
WERE 
BEFORE. 


4® 

'l (W 7 I 


y : 

0 Y w EVEN OET 



!aW^ r 

? 7 7 TO GO 

YOU'RE 



y- back to 

1 

4v7 \ Q 

SCHOOL 

TOMOR- 

RIOHT. 

7 

' 


MY PARENTS 
SAIL? I 
CAN'T VO IT 
ANYMORE. 
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JUST LIKE 
WE PIP 
BEFORE. 





















GO TO 
TO/C/O." 










HA HA 
HA! 


some 

THINGS 

NEVER 

CHANGE. 

















YOU'RE 

FINALLY 

HERE. 


WHAT'S THIS? 
RUNNIN' AY/AY 
AGAIN? 


OH, ARE 

you 

INJURE!?? 


CAN you 
TAKE US 
ALU THE 
WAy TO 
TOKyO? 


WHAT'S 

THE 

HOLt?- 

UP? 

















































LET'S 

SKIP 

TOKYO, 

THEN. 


TAKE US 
TO MY 
PLACE. 






1 





















I'M 

TOTALLY 

FINE. 


WHY? 





































































































TO 

BE BLUNT, 
WHAT THE 
HELL'5 GO IN' 
OK WITH 
HER? 


KOU'S 
BEEN 
REALLY 
OK EP£E, 
TOO... 



if A 


( me hi- 


ZUKI'S 
JUST BAP \ 


NEWS. \ 














OH MY 
GOP! 


NATSU- 

ME- 

CHAN! 


KOU! 






































mOA! 





































§ 



THIS:IS;::4 

GR£AV<^\ 


WHAT? 


X SAW, 
THI5 15 
0REAT/ 




PEEEEN 













AAAH 


m 

voice! 


IT'S 

FALLING 
BB HINP 
US! 


ALSO,; V 
MAYBE rrs 
BECAUSE \ 
OF THE 
W/NP... 


THIS IS 
AWESOME/ 












...BUTMY% 
HEARING, 
iISN'T 
BOTHERING 
ME. f 




lllllb 

WOT! 













































KOU- 

CHAN! 


WHAT'S 

UP? 


IT'S ! 
NOTHING. 




I THOUGHT 

itwasa 

CAMERA 

FLASH... 


WAS JUST 
A MOTION- 
SENSING 
UGHT. 









































































































































i, ...ive 

HAP EYES 
FOR YOU/' 


IT'S-UKE 


FAT£P_X0 BE 
TOGETHER/'' 


















'WITH YOU R 
MAGAZINE 
SHOTS..." 


\..YOUR 

COMMER¬ 

CIALS..." 


"...AW 

YOUR 

PROTO- 

BOOK..." 


"YOU 

SHARE!? BITS 
OF YOURSELF 
WITH ME, ANP 
I OATHEREP 
THEM UP." 


"THIS 
MAPE MY 
FEELINGS 
FOR YOU 
BLOSSOM/ 















"ANQ 

NOW?' 


"NOW 
YOU'RE 
DOING A 
MOVIE!" 





















MURMUR 


.MOTION 

SICK. 


JUST 
OOT A 
Lime 


I'll BUY US 
SOMETHIN' TO 
PRINK. 




.-. . ... . 

^=3=111 .■' 


—)— v^ 

— 

j^wjFr^ 



.. -- k. . 



7^(d 

Ws* 

M 


^sdm 


ni 

f jo! 

|j 

/9\ 






















































































KOU- 

CHAN?! 






































■ 

wait/ j 

1 

PaPva a 









































ULM 























HM? 



ycom \ 

on/\ 


WE'RE 1 
ALMOST TO 
TOKYO/ \ 


you 

WANT 
TO GO, 
RIOHT? 
JUST 
LIKE 

BEFORE? 


KOU- 

CHAN. 










IF YOU 
VO... 













































































..JUST HOW 
PIFFBRBNT 
THINGS 
ARB FROM 
BBFORB. 


BECAUSE 
WHAT I 
UNPERSTANP 
IS... 

• 
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